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In filing a quick appeal against the grant of statutory bail to lawyer-activist Sudha Bharadwaj, 

the NIA has displayed nothing but pique and petulance over a well-reasoned order of the Bombay High 

Court. The bail order itself is a much-delayed relief, considering that the right to ‘default bail’ had 

accrued to her as early as January 2019, on completing 90 days in prison and when there was neither a 

charge sheet nor a lawful order extending the time limit for filing it from 90 to 180 days. The High Court 

is right in concluding that the Sessions Court had no jurisdiction to grant such an extension, and 

subsequently take cognisance of the charge sheet filed in February 2019, when a duly constituted 

Special Court under the NIA Act was already functioning in Pune. Further, the court has given the 

benefit of default bail — an indefeasible right under Section 167(2) Cr.P.C. that arises when the 

investigating agency fails to submit its final report within the stipulated period — only to Ms. 

Bharadwaj, as only her application was pending at that time; while eight others had not specifically 

sought bail on that ground, even though they had questioned the legality of the manner in which the 

court had taken cognisance of the case against them. On this, case law favours the view that if one fails 

to seek statutory bail at the appropriate time, and a charge sheet is laid subsequently, the right to 

default bail is extinguished. 

The NIA’s appeal exemplifies the hard-line approach of the Union government in prosecuting 

the Bhima Koregaon case under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act based on a dubious premise 

that some violent incidents that occurred in the aftermath of the Elgaar Parishad event, on December 

31, 2017, were part of a sinister Maoist conspiracy. A local investigation against the attack on a 

commemoration event organised by Dalits transmogrified into an anti-terrorism probe. After convincing 

the Supreme Court that it was not a case of suppression of political dissent, the Centre pursued the 

probe vigorously, and got bail denied to everyone — save for a temporary respite on medical grounds to 

Telugu poet-activist Varavara Rao. There is also no sign of an early trial. One of those held, Father Stan 

Swamy, succumbed to illness exacerbated by prison conditions. There are reports that some of 

purported evidence in this case may have been planted remotely on their devices. It is unfortunate that 

courts seem to be considering bail only on medical grounds, and in this one case, on the ground of 

default. It is time they examined the merit behind the sweeping claims in the charge sheet and also took 

heed of Supreme Court judgments that have granted bail even under UAPA if the trial is unlikely to be 

completed in the foreseeable future. 

 

 National Investigation Agency (NIA) (noun) – 

The National Investigation Agency is a central 

agency established by the Indian Government 

to combat terror in India. It is functioning as 

the Central Counter-Terrorism Law 

Enforcement Agency in the country. The 

National Investigation Agency (NIA) is created 

following the terror attack in Mumbai on 

December 26, 2008. It came into being on 

December 31, 2008, with the passage of the 

NIA Act of 2008. 

 grant (noun) – give, allow, permit. 

 statutory (adjective) – legitimate, permissible, 

allowable, acceptable. 

 activist (noun) – a person who supports a 

political or societal change/cause. 

 well-reasoned (adjective) – practical, logical, 

rational, coherent. 

 relief (noun) – help, aid, assistance, succour (in 

times of hardship). 

 default bail (noun) – As per law, once the 

maximum period, that is, 60, 90 and 180 days 

from arrest, provided for an investigation in a 

case is over and no charge sheet is filed, the 

accused becomes entitled to be released on 

bail, which is called the ‘default’ bail. 

 accrue (verb) – to receive something gradually 

over a period of time; accumulate, gather, 

build up, be added. 

 charge sheet (noun) – an official document on 

which a police officer enters details of the 

charge against a person. 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

2 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (7
th

-FEBRUARY-2022) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 Sessions Court (noun) – In India, the apex 

court within the district dealing with criminal 

cases is named as “sessions court” as per the 

Code Of Criminal Procedure (CrPc). While the 

court dealing with civil cases as per the Code 

Of Civil Procedure is called “district court”. 

 jurisdiction (noun) – authority, control, power. 

 cognisance (noun) – awareness, notice, 

knowledge, perception. 

 take cognisance of (phrase) – notice, attend 

to, take into account, give attention to. 

 duly (adverb) – properly, correctly, rightly, 

aptly, appropriately, suitably. 

 constitute (verb) – establish by law. 

 indefeasible (adjective) – inviolable, absolute, 

unchallengeable, unassailable 

 Section 167(2) Cr.P.C (noun) – As per the 

provisions of Section 167(2) of CrPC, default 

bail is the right of accused. The right to seek 

default bail under Section 167(2) CrPC is a 

fundamental right and not merely a statutory 

right, which flows from Article 21 of the 

Constitution of India. It has been held to be an 

indefeasible part of the right to personal 

liberty under Article 21… 

 stipulated (adjective) – specified, defined. 

 sought past tense of seek (verb) – ask for, 

request, appeal to. 

 ground (noun) – reason, cause, basis, factor. 

 lay (verb) – arrange, organize, prepare. 

 extinguish (verb) – eradicate, eliminate, wipe 

out, remove, put an end to. 

 exemplify (verb) – clarify, represent, illustrate 

(as an example). 

 hardline (noun) – uncompromising/strict 

commitment or compliance to a policy. 

 hard-line (adjective) – uncompromising, strict, 

diehard, extreme, tough, inflexible. 

 prosecute (verb) – take to court, bring an 

action against, accuse, charge. 

 Bhima Koregaon case (noun) – it dates back to 

January 1, 2018, the day of the bicentenary 

(200th anniversary) celebrations of the Bhima 

Koregaon battle. The celebration was marred 

by violence leading to death of one person and 

injuries to several others. 

 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) 

(noun) – an Indian law aimed at effective 

prevention of unlawful activities associations 

in India. Its main objective was to make 

powers available for dealing with activities 

directed against the integrity and sovereignty 

of India. 

 dubious (adjective) – suspicious, questionable, 

doubtful, untrustworthy. 

 premise (noun) – reason, factor, basis, 

rationale. 

 aftermath (noun) – consequences, after-

effects, repercussions; end result, outcome. 

 in the aftermath of (phrase) – in the wake of, 

as a consequence of, as a result of. 

 Elgaar Parishad (noun) – The Elgaar Parishad 

was an event held on 31 December 2017 to 

commemorate the two hundredth anniversary 

of the Battle of Koregaon Bhima. 

 sinister (adjective) – disturbing, menacing, 

threatening, alarming. 

 conspiracy (noun) – (unlawful) plan/plot, 

intrigue, collaboration/deception, collusion. 

 commemoration (noun) – a ceremony in 

which a person or event is remembered. 

 transmogrify (verb) – change, alter, modify. 

 anti-terrorism (noun) – counter-terrorism; 

actions taken to combat or prevent terrorism. 

 suppression (noun) – repression, clampdown, 

crackdown, restriction, crushing, quelling, 

stifling. 

 dissent (noun) – disagreement, lack of 

agreement, difference of opinion, protest, 

opposition, disapproval. 

 pursue (verb) – engage in, conduct, take part 

in, take up (an activity). 

 vigorously (adverb) – aggressively, strongly, 

powerfully, intensely. 

 save (preposition) – except, except for, apart 

from, other than, besides. 

 respite (noun) – rest, break, interval, 

intermission. 

 trial (noun) – court case, lawsuit, hearing, 

inquiry, legal proceedings, proceedings, legal 

action. 

 hold (verb) – detain, hold in custody, imprison, 

put in prison, put in jail, incarcerate, lock up. 
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 succumb (verb) – die from, pass away as a 

result of, be a fatality of, fall victim to (a 

disease or injury). 

 exacerbate (verb) – aggravate, make worse, 

worsen. 

 purported (adjective) – alleged, supposed, 

claimed, professed, reported, ostensible. 

 plant (verb) – put, place something secretly. 

 sweeping (adjective) – overwhelming, 

complete, total, blanket, over-general. 

 heed (verb) – pay attention to, take notice of, 

listen to, notice. 

 unlikely (adjective) – doubtful, implausible, 

improbable, questionable. 

 foreseeable (adjective) – predictable, 

expected, anticipated. 

************************************************************************************* 

The death of five elephants, four of them cows, caused by trains colliding with them, and all 

within a week, has again highlighted the gaps in efforts to reduce man-animal conflicts in the country. 

On November 26, the first accident occurred near Madukkarai in Coimbatore district, Tamil Nadu that 

has seen many an elephant death on a rail track stretch that extends up to Kanjikode, Kerala. The 

second accident was near Jagiroad in Assam’s Morigaon district, four days later. Both accidents were at 

night. Elephant deaths in railway accidents are not new in India. A reply by the Project Elephant division 

of the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change in May to a set of RTI questions 

highlighted reasons other than natural causes as having led to the killing of 1,160 elephants over 11 

years ending December 2020; 741 deaths were due to electrocution; railway accidents accounted for 

186 cases; poaching 169 and poisoning 64. The pattern of train accidents involving elephants has been 

studied by different stakeholders, including the Railways, Forest and Wildlife Departments and activists, 

especially with regard to the Madukkarai stretch. That a greater number of casualties getting reported 

are in elephant passages has been confirmed by the C&AG in its latest compliance audit report on the 

Ministry of Railways. 

There are effective solutions in the case of two causes: electrocution and train hits. Installing 

hanging solar-powered fences, as has been planned in Tamil Nadu and Kerala, and planting citronella 

and lemon grass, as done in Golaghat district, Assam, to deter elephants are some of the large-scale 

options. The authorities should ensure that there are no illegal electric fences or barbed wire fences, 

which, instead, can be replaced with the solar powered ones. Needless to say, the participation of local 

communities is crucial. The critical role elephants play in biodiversity conservation must be highlighted, 

especially to those living in areas close to elephant corridors. The Environment Ministry and Ministry of 

Railways should also expedite proposals for elevated wildlife crossings or eco-bridges and underpasses 

for the safe passage of animals. A finding of the C&AG was that after the construction of underpasses 

and overpasses in the areas under the jurisdiction of East Central and Northeast Frontier Railways, there 

was no death reported. The authorities should also expedite other recommendations made by the 

C&AG such as a periodic review of identification of elephant passages, more sensitisation programmes 

for railway staff, standardisation of track signage, installation of an animal detection system (transmitter 

collars) and ‘honey bee’ sound-emitting devices near all identified elephant passages. Of the 29,964 

elephants in India, nearly 14,580 are in the southern region, and the State governments concerned and 

the Centre need to find lasting solutions to the problem of man-animal conflicts. 

 

 man-animal/Human-wildlife conflict (HWC) 

(noun) – it refers to the negative interactions 

between human and wild animals, with 

undesirable consequences both for people and 

their resources, on the one hand, and and 

wildlife and their habitats (natural 

environments) on the other. 

 cow (noun) – a female elephant. (A female 

elephant is called a cow. A male elephant is 

called a bull. A baby elephant is called a calf). 

 highlight (verb) – underline, underscore, 

emphasize. 

 stretch (noun) – area, tract, length, distance. 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

4 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (7
th

-FEBRUARY-2022) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 Project Elephant (noun) – Project Elephant 

(PE) was launched by the Government of India 

in the year 1992 with the objectives of (1) 

protecting elephants, their habitat & corridors 

(2) addressing issues of man-animal conflict 

and (3) welfare of captive elephant. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on. 

 due to (phrase) – because of, owing to, on 

account of, as a result of. 

 electrocution (noun) – the injury/killing caused 

by electric shock. 

 account for (phrasal verb) – be responsible for, 

comprise, constitute. 

 poach (verb) – hunt illegally, catch illegally, kill 

illegally, trap illegally. 

 stakeholder (noun) – a person with an interest 

in something. 

 activist (noun) – a person who supports a 

political or societal change/cause. 

 with regard to (phrase) – regarding, 

concerning, with respect to, in respect of, with 

reference to. 

 casualty (noun) – victim, fatality, dead and 

injured, loss. 

 Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of 

India (noun) – The Comptroller and Auditor 

General (CAG) of India is an authority 

instituted vide Article 148 of the Constitution 

of India. The prime responsibility of this 

authority is to audit the receipts and 

expenditures of the state governments and the 

union government in India including those of 

the entities and corporations financed by the 

government. 

 compliance (noun) – conformity, observance, 

observation, accordance, adherence. 

 audit (noun) – assessment, evaluation, 

appraisal, inspection, examination, scrutiny. 

 citronella (noun) – citronella grass plant; 

Lemongrass and citronella grass are closely 

related and can look and smell very similar. 

However, citronella grass has reddish colored 

pseudo-stems, while lemongrass is all green. 

They are known to be an excellent mosquito 

repellant. They work at repelling other insects 

& some animals too. 

 deter (verb) – prevent, stop, avert, impede. 

 Barbed wire (noun) – it is a type of steel 

fencing wire constructed with sharp edges or 

points arranged at intervals along the strands. 

 play a part/role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 biodiversity (noun) – the existence of a 

number and variety of species (plants & 

animals) in a particular geographic 

region/environment. 

 conservation (noun) – preservation, 

protection, careful management (of the 

natural resources). 

 expedite (verb) – speed up, accelerate, step 

up, quicken. 

 elevated (adjective) – raised, uplifted, lifted 

up, high up, aloft. 

 Eco-ducts or eco-bridges (noun) – Eco-ducts or 

eco-bridges aim to enhance wildlife 

connectivity that can be disrupted because of 

highways or logging. These include canopy 

bridges (usually for monkeys, squirrels and 

other arboreal species); concrete underpasses 

or overpass tunnels or viaducts (usually for 

larger animals); and amphibian tunnels or 

culverts. Usually these bridges are overlaid 

with planting from the area to give it a 

contiguous look with the landscape. 

 underpass (noun) – subway, tunnel. 

 overpass (noun) – over bridge; flyover. 

 jurisdiction (noun) – territory, region, area. 

 periodic (adjective) – regular, recurrent, 

repeated, cyclical. 

 sensitisation (noun) – a quality to be 

reactive/responsive to something. 

 standardisation (noun) – the process of 

making something as a standard. 

 Animal detection system (noun) -As part of 

the animal detection system, transmitter 

collars (bands) put around the neck of an 

animals, used to restrain, control, or identify 

them. Depending on the species of animal, the 

collars can be customized with sensors to 

recognize different movement activity, 

temperature and even mortality.  

 lasting (adjective) – long-lasting, long-term, 

permanent.  
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